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Call for views -The Fruits of Curiosity: science, innovation
and future sources of wealth

The Royal Society seeks your input to our recently launched Fruits of Curiosity inquiry. This is
your opportunity to shape the focus of this important study into the role that science will play
in equipping Britain to meet the economic, social and environmental challenges of the next
twenty years.

We welcome initial views from individuals or organisations as soon as possible, and before
Friday 5 June 2009. A more detailed call for evidence will follow in mid-June. Please see below
for submission details.

Background to ‘The Fruits of Curiosity’ project

On 1 April 2009, the Royal Society announced an inquiry, entitled The Fruits of Curiosity: science,
innovation and future sources of wealth. This will look beyond the current 10-year Investment Framework
to assess the long-term direction of UK science and innovation policy. It will measure the different forms
of value created by science, engineering and medicine for the UK’s economy and society. And it will
consider the role that science will play in equipping Britain to meet future economic, social and
environmental challenges.

The Fruits of Curiosity study will consider ways to maintain our scientific and research strengths in a
period of intensifying global competition, accompanied by new opportunities for collaboration. It will
identify areas of science where Britain already has, or could soon occupy, a leadership position and
recommend how more ideas can be translated into products, services and economic opportunities.

The inquiry takes place against the backdrop of an economic crisis which has prompted intense debate
about the sectoral mix of the UK economy. In his Romanes Lecture in Oxford on 27 February 2009, the
Prime Minister argued that the recession may provide an opportunity to "rebalance" the economy, away
from finance and towards more research-intensive, high-technology sectors.

The Royal Society is keen to move beyond outdated dichotomies between ‘pure' and ‘applied' research,
towards a richer understanding of how a vibrant and diverse research base creates value in many
different ways: through the supply of skilled individuals; through contributions to wealth creation and
quality of life; or through simply discovering more about the world we live in.

We hope the study will have an impact on UK science policy similar to that of the US National Academies'
2005 study ‘Rising Above the Gathering Storm', which shaped many of the policies now being adopted
by President Obama’s administration.

The study will be led by Sir Martin Taylor, Vice President of the Royal Society and will draw on the
expertise of a high-level Advisory Group, which includes;

Two Nobel Laureates - Sir Paul Nurse FRS and Sir Martin Evans FRS

Leaders of high-tech, research-intensive companies - Dr David Roblin, Vice President of Global
R&D for Pfizer and Paul Mountford, President, Emerging Markets, Cisco Systems Ltd

Two former Ministers for Science - Lord Sainsbury FRS and Lord Waldegrave

Richard Lambert, Director-General of the Confederation of British Industry

Dame Ann Dowling FRS FREng, Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the University of
Cambridge

Sir Mark Walport, Director of the Wellcome Trust

Prof Helga Nowotny, Vice-President of the European Research Council.
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Call for views

This is your opportunity to shape the focus of this major project, which will be launched in the first half of
2010, during the Royal Society’s 350" anniversary. It will also contribute fresh thinking to debates in the
lead-up to the next General Election and Spending Round.

We would welcome ideas, evidence and suggestions from a wide range of stakeholders in academia,
business, industry and government on the future direction of science and innovation policy and
investment. Some topics that you may wish to comment on are listed below. These are by no means
exhaustive, and we welcome comments on other issues that you think we should consider:

1 What role should science and innovation play in any ‘rebalancing’ of the UK economy following the
current economic downturn, and in identifying and prioritising future growth opportunities?

1 After 10 years of growth in public spending on science and innovation, and given the current poor
state of public finances, should the UK maintain, increase or decrease levels of investment?

1 What are the emerging fields of science and research where the UK has, or could soon have, a
position of global leadership?

1 Could a similar leadership position be achieved through strategic alliances with other partners in
Europe or internationally?

1 What other niche advantages can the UK benefit from (e.g. geography, manufacturing capacity,
public sector procurement) and how can these be aligned with research policy and investment?

1 How will increased support for science in the US, China and elsewhere impact on the UK's
international standing and attractiveness as a place to undertake world-class science?

1 How can policy balance the need for return on investment with the long-term and often
unpredictable pathways between research and its eventual economic or social benefits?

1 How can we ensure that research careers — within academia or industry — attract sufficient numbers of
the brightest young people, both within the UK education system and from abroad?

1 What role will research play in accelerating the shift towards a low carbon economy, and addressing
the environmental challenges of the next twenty years?

1 How can the UK's Research Councils and other research funding institutions deliver improved
efficiency and outcomes, while maintaining research freedom and sustained support for excellence?

1 In the context of debates over higher education reform, how can the UK maintain and strengthen its
world-class research universities and departments?

1 How do we maintain an appropriate balance in funding for curiosity-led, response-mode research,
and more targeted or programmatic funding?

1 How can we strengthen science and innovation in all parts of the private sector in the UK, and further
improve the exchange of knowledge and expertise between the public and private sectors?

1 How can policy better support interdisciplinary research, and other changes to the practice of science
that may occur over the next twenty years?

1 How can we better understand the links and interdependencies between the sciences, engineering,
social sciences, arts and humanities within the UK and international research base?

1 How can a policy focus on the economic impacts of research be broadened to take account of other
forms of social, public and intrinsic value that may flow from the research base?

1 How are public attitudes and the culture of public engagement with science and innovation
changing?

Submissions

We would be happy to receive submissions in the form of electronic co

The Royal Society The Fruits of Curiosity: Call for views | May 2009 | 2



